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Author / 
Work 

Claimed Date 
Written 

(Begin-End) 

Earliest 
Surviving 

MSS 

Approx. time: 
Original to 

Surviving MS 

Number of 
MMS 

Accuracy of 
MMS to Each 

Other 

Christian: New 
Testament1 

c.27~30AD2 –
c.66~96AD3, 4, 5

c.60AD6, 7 –
c.200AD8, 9

Less than 
100 years 

5,856+10

(18,130†)11, 12 

99.5%13

(100% with 
B-RAID &
UM-CoC)

Jewish: Old 
Testament14 

c.1350BC15, 16

–c.450BC17, 18
c.1208BC19 –
c.587BC20, 21

Less than 
150 years 17,000+22, 23 

99.99996%24

(100% with 
B-RAID &
UM-CoC)

Islamic: 
Quran25 

c.610AD26

– c.653AD27, 28
c.568?AD29 –

c.750AD30
Less than 150 
years31, 32, 33 96+34, 35? N/A36 

Hindu: 
Upanishad37 

c.1700BC38

– c.1600AD39
c.1040AD40 –
c.1464AD41, 42 2700+ years 143, 44, 45? N/A46 

Buddhist: 
Sutras47 

c.600BC
– c.500BC48

c.1AD49

– c.99AD50 500+ years 26751? Insufficient 
Data 

Homer: Iliad52 c.800BC
– c.700BC53

c.493AD54

– c.508AD55 1,193 years 2,000+56, 57, 58 95%?59 

Aristotle: 
Writings60 

c.384BC
– c.322BC61 c.900AD62 1,222 years 1,00063 Insufficient 

Data 
Plato: 

Tetralogies64 
c.427BC

– c.347BC65 c.869AD66, 67 1216 years 23868 Insufficient 
Data 

Manuscripts must date before 1455 AD (time of the first printing press book) in order to be counted above. ? = Incomplete data. 
Circa (abbreviated c.) is widely used in historical writing to signify ‘approximately’ when exact dates are not accurately known. 
Manuscript (abbreviated MS) and Manuscripts (abbreviated MSS). † = MSS in non-native languages dating to same time period. 

Christ’s ministry start date is estimated, since we don’t know his exact Birth 4BC-1BC / Death 30BC-33BC (see refs).69, 70, 71 
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